
Ben Rosher 
email: benjamin.martin.rosher@gu.se 

 
I am an international political sociologist and Postdoctoral Researcher at the University of Gothenburg. 
My doctoral thesis explored the role that contingency plays in both producing and mediating the 
experience of the post-Brexit border in Northern Ireland. My research interests span critical border 
and ontological security studies and I have been published in high-ranking academic journals including 
European Security and International Political Sociology. I have submitted evidence to Parliamentary 
Select Committees and written research reports for both public and private sector stakeholders. I have 
also engaged in extensive public facing work, particularly through my role as a Research Associate with 
the Centre for Cross Border Cooperation and as a Research Assistant on the Northern Ireland Life and 
Times Survey where my work has been cited in national and international media outlets including The 
Guardian, Daily Mirror, and Time Magazine. Finally, I am co-founder and co-convener of the 
Ontological Security Studies Research Network, a multi-disciplinary global network of over 150 
members across all career stages working on ontological security studies.  
 
Education 
PhD, Queen’s University Belfast, 10/2020 – 08/2024 

• Thesis title – Taking back control: Brexit, Northern Ireland, and the Damoclesian border  

• Funded by NINE DTP 

• Nominated for EISA Best Dissertation Award and BISA Michael Nicholson Thesis Prize 
 

MRes Social research methods, Queen’s University Belfast, 10/2019 – 09/2020 

• Graduated with Distinction 

• Funded by NINE DTP 

• Dissertation title – “We live here, and we’re holding our breath again”: Brexit and 
ontological (in)security in the Irish border region 
 

MA(SoSci) Politics with Quantitative Methods, University of Glasgow, 09/15 – 06/19 

• Graduated with First Class Honours 

• Dissertation title – “In the Frame: A Comparative Study into the Regional (de)securitisation 
of Immigration by the Daily Mail during the EU Referendum Campaign 2016 
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Employment 
Research 
University of Gothenburg, Postdoktor, 10/2025 

• Principal researcher on the Affective Borders research project. Seeking to 
understand public attachments to borders and the ontological security needs that 
they underpin with a view to conceiving of less violent border(less) imaginaries 

University of Liverpool, Postdoctoral Researcher, 11/24 – 04/25 

• Research design, data analysis, focus group organisation and facilitation and 
presenting results to academic, civic, and political stakeholders for the Northern 
Ireland General Election Survey, 2024 

Centre for Cross Border Cooperation, Research Associate, 03/2021 – present 

• Research design, data analysis, and presenting results for a project monitoring the 
conditions for North-South and East-West cooperation under the Protocol for 
Ireland/Northern Ireland/Windsor Framework 

Irish Central Border Area Network, Research Assistant, 01/2021 – 06/2021 

• Media analysis for a project monitoring the social and political temperature of the 
Island of Ireland, and particularly the border region, in the early stages of Brexit 
after the transition period 

Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey, Research Assistant, 03/2020 – Present 

• Data analyst and research assistant for the Political Attitudes module 
  

Guest Lecturer 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania. International Relations (PLSC-282), Undergraduate elective 
module. September 2024. 
Queen’s University Belfast. Geopolitics (GGY7003), MA elective module. February 2023 & February 
2024. 



Richmond American University in London. Security and Insecurity: Bodies, Identity, Images 
(INR7303), MA elective module. October 2022. 
Queen’s University Belfast. Issues in Contemporary Irish Society (SOC3005), MA elective module. 
March 2021. 
 
Graduate Teaching Assistant 
University of Glasgow, 09/2021 – present 
Graduate Teaching Assistant on the University’s Q-Step and undergraduate level research methods 
programmes 
 
Service 
Co-founder and Co-convener, Ontological Security Studies Research Network, 2022 – present 

• Co-founded the Ontological Security Research Network with Lauren Rogers in order 
to foster collaboration and mentorship among scholars working in the field of 
ontological security studies. We have grown the membership to 150 members 
across five continents and all career stages. The network has produced several 
panels at international conferences and currently has a number of papers under 
review in high-ranking journals including International Political Sociology and 
Conflict and Cooperation 

Voices in Mobility and Migration Network (VIMM), Social Media Manager, 09/2021 – 09/2022 

• Managing social media for the VIMM network to develop membership and drive 
engagement 

Peer Reviewer 

• European Journal of International Relations; European Journal of International 
Security; European Security; European Urban and Regional Studies; Global Studies 
Quarterly; Review of International Studies, International Organization 

Professional Memberships 

• British International Studies Association (2021-present); UACES (2022-2024); EISA 
(2023-present); International Studies Association (2023-24) 

 
Funding and awards 
NINE DTP scholarship – Masters and PhD (1+3) (2019-2023) - £250,000 
EISA Mobility Fund (2024) - €400 
UACES microgrant (2023) - £500 
Emily Sarah Montgomery Travel Scholarship (2023) - £500 
University of Glasgow ICPSR scholarship (2018) £2,500 
University of Glasgow Qstep Centre Student of the Year award (2016/17) 
 


