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Swedish media (March 2012) ”Pesticides sold with aid” 

 

”In Zambia - one of the most 

corrupt countries in the world -  

Swedish aid promotes farmers 

to use poisonous agricultural 

chemicals.” 
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The role of the helpdesk  

• Zambia  
– Support to Musika on development of environmental 

management system  

– Comments on ToR and Draft Report of agrochem study 

 

• Tanzania 
– Conducted the study in collaboration with two experts on 

chemical management from our resource pool 

 

• Expert reference group: KemI, SLU, UCT 



Recent research point to severe health risks related to pesticide 

use among small-holders in tanzania 
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Important area of concern 

• Real health and environmental risks involved 

– Storage 

– Use 

– Disposal 

 

• Knowledge gap 

– Data not readily available (use and effects) 

– Many actors involved 

 

• Large potential for improved practices 
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International good practice 

• FAO/WHO Code of Conduct on Pesticide Management 

• US AID – Pesticde Evaluation Report and Safe Use Action Plan 

• IFC Safeguards 

 

• Key elements 

– Integrated Pest Management 

– Black listing of certain pesticides 

– Risk assessments and management plans 

– Training  

– Monitoring 
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Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

Source: After Meissle et al 2011 
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Sweden a front-runner in chemical management 

• Goal ”A non-toxic environment” 

• Pushes for more stringent regulations in EU and internationally 

• Swedish Chemical Agency (KEMI) 

 

 Important that also Sida supported programmes pro-actively 

manage risks related to pesticides 
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Recommendations 

• Clarify Sida’s position on the use and management of pesticides. 

– IPM & allowed/banned substances? 

 

• Make it mandatory for partner organisations to conduct an assessment of 

health and environmental risks for programmes involving pesticides.  

 

• Assure that there is a plan to monitor and manage the identified health 

and environmental risks. 

 

• Include environment and health aspects in contractual agreements with 

partner organisations 

 

• Support government capacity to regulate agrochemical market and 

promotion of IPM 


