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SWEDISH EXIT POLLS (SVT/VALU) IN BRIEF

• After a decade of discussions & preparations
the first exit poll was launched in 1991

• An election study in mini format made immediately available for analyses the 
very moment polling stations close at 20:00.

• We publish a book with documentation and analyses (in Swedish) 
• Parties rely heavily on VALU for internal post-election analyses. 

Data collection
• Four geographical regions, 300 field representatives
• Field period: Aug 26—ED September 13 2026
• 68 advance voting locations and 93 ED polling stations (+6 revisits)

(strategically selected from a total of about 6 000 locations)
• 13,709 questionnaires, 

of which 5,927 collected during advance voting
• (Soon) available for download at researchdata.se/en



AN ELECTION STUDY IN MINI FORMAT
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THE SWEDISH GENERAL ELECTION SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2026
Number of 
votes 2026

Share of 
votes 2026

Change vote share    
2022–2026

Seats in the 
Riksdag 2026

Change in seats
2022–2026

The Left Party 568 781 8,40 +1,66 30 +6
The Social Democratic Party 1 895 989 28,02 -2,31 99 -8
The Green Party 414 307 6,12 +1,04 22 +4
The Centre Party 475 780 7,03 +0,32 25 +1

The Liberal Party 361 187 5,34 +0,73 19 +3
The Christian Democrats 417 490 6,17 +0,83 22 +3
The Conservative Party 1 343 448 19,85 +0,75 70 +2
The Sweden Democrats 1 183 248 17,48 -3,05 62 -11

Other parties 107 199 1,58 +0,03

Valid votes 6 767 429 - - - -
Invalid votes– blank 59 557 0,87 -0,09 - -
Invalid votes– non registered parties 1 287 0,02 0 - -
Invalid votes– other 6 140 0,09 0 - -

Voter turnout 6 834 413 84,89 +0,67 - -
Eligible voters 8 051 355 - - - -

49,57

48,84



Three very close elections
Vote support for current political blocs in 2018, 2022, and 2026





EXIT POLL ESTIMATES OF PARTY SUPPORT ED 20:00
DEVIATIONS FROM THE ELECTION RESULT (MEAN ERROR PER PARTY)
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SVT Exit poll estimates 20:00 0,56
Ipsos 0,74
Indikator 0,81
TV4 Novus 0,97
Infostat 1,09
Novus 1,12
Sifo/Verian 1,15
Demoskop 1,18
Sentio 1,35
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Source: SVT/VALU exit poll. 



Note: Results are from SVT/Exit Poll, 2026. Party positions are 
average placements of party voters along a five-point left-right 
scale and a five-point likert scale (good/bad proposal).  

THE SWEDISH PARTY SPACE
AVERAGE PLACEMENTS OF PARTY VOTERS 
ALONG TWO DIMENSIONS, 2026 (MEANS)
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1 Clearly to
the left

2 Somewhat to
the left

3 Neither left
nor right

4 Somewhat to
the right

5 Clearly to
the right

Note: SVT/VALU exit poll. 

LEFT-RIGHT IDENTIFICATION
AVERAGE LEFT-RIGHT SELF PLACEMENTS OF PARTY VOTERS 1991-2024 (MEANS)



SWEDISH VOTERS’ LEFT-RIGHT IDENTIFICATION 1991-2022 
(PER CENT)
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Note: SVT/VALU exit poll. 

THE EQUILIBRIUM OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM
AVERAGE LEFT-RIGHT SELF PLACEMENT OF ALL VOTERS, 1991-2024 (MEANS)
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Source: SVT/VALU exit poll 1991-2026. 

LEFT-RIGHT IDENTIFICATION
AVERAGE LEFT-RIGHT SELF PLACEMENTS OF POLITICAL BLOCS AND THE ELECTORATE 1991-2026 (MEANS)
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IMPORTANT ISSUES FOR VOTING, 1998-2026
PROPORTION OF VOTERS SAYING ISSUE WAS ”VERY IMPORTANT” FOR PARTY CHOICE (PER CENT)

1998 2002 2006 2010 2014 2018 2022 2026
Change 
2022–26

#1 Healthcare 56 64 52 50 55 56 54 53 −1
#2 Schools and education 59 67 54 54 59 54 50 51 +1
#3 The Swedish economy 58 57 52 54 54 45 44 48 +4
#4 Law and order 40 48 42 34 35 45 50 47 −3
#5 Gender equality 36 43 36 36 38 48 42 43 +1
#6 Elderly care 47 54 46 41 49 44 41 40 −1
#7 Your own economy – – 45 42 40 35 36 39 +3
#8 Refugees/immigration 18 31 25 26 35 41 39 39 ±0
#9 Employment 58 51 56 54 51 37 31 35 +4

#10 Foreign affairs/security policy – 31 23 20 – – – 33 –
#11 Taxes 35 37 33 35 35 33 29 33 +4
#12 Energy and nuclear power 30 29 35 29 28 26 45 33 −12
#13 Climate change – – – – – – 37 33 −4
#14 Defence – – – – 20 22 30 31 +1
#15 Environment 27 33 30 32 33 33 28 26 −2
#16 Business environment 32 33 35 31 30 26 24 26 +2
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Note: Results are from SVT/Exit Poll 2026. 

FIRST ELECTION DEFEAT FOR SWEDEN DEMOCRATS (EVER!)
VOTE SUPPORT AMONG WORKERS, BUSINESS OWNERS AND FARMERS, 1991-2026

WORKERS BUSINESS OWNERS FARMERS



Comment: Results are from SVT/Exit polls

GENDER POLARIZATION IN SWEDEN
PARTY CHOICE AND LEFT-RIGHT PLACEMENTS AMONG MEN AND WOMEN
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Note: Results are from SVT/Exit Poll 2026. 

MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE 
FOR VOTING 2026
PROPORTION OF MEN AND WOMEN 
SAYING ISSUE WAS ”MOST 
IMPORTANT” (PER CENT)

Women Men

#1 Healthcare 62% #1 Swedish economy 51%

#2 Schools and education 60% #2 Law and order 51%

#3 Gender equality 54% #3 Healthcare 45%

#4 Elderly care 46% #4 Schools and education 42%

#5 Swedish economy 45% #5 Energy & nuclear power 40%

#6 Law and order 44% #6 Personal finances 40%

#7 Climate change 40% #7 Refugees/immigration 39%

#8 Refugees/immigration 38% #8 Taxes 36%

#9 Personal finances 37% #9 Defence 35%

#10 Employment 36% #10 Foreign affairs/security 35%

#11 Foreign affairs/security 32% #11 Employment 34%

#12 Environment 32% #12 Elderly care 33%

#13 Taxes 31% #13 Gender equality 31%

#14 Defence 27% #14 Business conditions 30%

#15 Energy & nuclear power 26% #15 Climate change 26%

#16 Business conditions 20% #16 Environment 20%



Note: Estimated net voter flows between parties, based on the weighted exit-poll transition 9x9 matrix. The matrix was calibrated using iterative proportional fitting (raking) so that party margins 
match the official 2022 and 2026 election results. Positive values indicate net gains for the row party; negative values indicate net losses. Flows to and from non-voting are not observed.

PARTIES’ NET GAINS/LOSSES 2022-2026
CALIBRATED NET VOTER FLOWS (THOUSANDS OF VOTERS, PERCENTAGE POINTS)

Party vote 2022 V S MP C L KD M SD Oth Net
Δ support

2022–26

Left Party +76 −13 +13 +9 +3 +10 +9 +5 +112 +1,65 pp

Social Democrats −76 −44 +4 +14 −15 −53 +4 +10 −156 −2,31 pp

Green Party +13 +44 +3 +4 +2 +2 0 +3 +70 +1,04 pp

Center Party −13 −4 −3 +46 −4 −5 −1 +5 +21 +0,32 pp

Liberal Party −9 −14 −4 −46 +20 +49 +49 +4 +49 +0,73 pp

Christian Democrats −3 +15 −2 +4 −20 +20 +41 +2 +56 +0,83 pp

Conservative Party −10 +53 −2 +5 −49 −20 +69 +4 +51 +0,75 pp

Sweden Democrats −9 −4 0 +1 −49 −41 −69 −35 −207 −3,06 pp

Other −5 −10 −3 −5 −4 −2 −4 +35 +3 +0,04 pp



Note: Results are from SVT/Exit Poll 2026. 

FIRST ELECTION DEFEAT FOR SWEDEN DEMOCRATS (EVER!)
NET VOTER LOSSES, 2022-2026 (N:O OF VOTERS)
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Note: Results are from SVT/Exit Poll 2026. 

LIBERAL PARTY
SOCIAL-LIBERAL EXODUS AND INSURANCE VOTING
NET VOTER GAINS LOSSES, 2022-2026 (N:O OF VOTERS)
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GOVERNMENT FORMATION (ON-GOING)
PARTY VOTER’S PREFERENCES OF PARTIES IN GOVERNMENT (PER CENT)

Q: ”Which or what partie(s) would you like in government after the election?”

Party choice 2026 L SocD Green Cen Lib ChrD Con SD

Left Party 95 65 66 9 1 1 2 1
Social Democrats 29 94 46 38 5 8 8 2
Green Party 55 75 97 33 3 2 2 2
Center Party 5 62 32 96 32 28 28 1

Liberal Party 1 11 1 38 88 66 80 28
Christian Democrats 1 16 2 28 50 93 71 33
Conservative Party 1 12 2 23 49 59 97 37
Sweden Democrats 2 10 2 6 26 47 58 92

All voters 20 47 29 28 26 34 43 29



SWEDISH NATIONAL ELECTION STUDIES
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