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Continuum to the disease
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Asociation or cause?
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Asociation or cause (?) in observational design

1. Temporality

1. Cause  2. Effect→ ! Reverse cousation

2. Strength

3. Dose response

↑ Exposure  ↑ Effect→ ! Confounder

4. Reversibility

5. Consistancy

Several different reseach The same result→ ! Study quality



Asociation or cause (?) in observational design

6. Biologic plausibility

7. Specificity

8. Analogy



Ecological studies
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! Ecological fallacy 
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Models
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Inputs
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