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SciLifeLab and 
Wallenberg 
National Program 
for Data-Driven 
Life Science (DDLS)

• 12 year effort
• 3.1 billion SEK investment
• 11 partners

•



Vision: The future of life science is data-driven 
39 DDLS Fellows
78 PhDs and 78 postdocs

140 PhDs in academia and 45 industry PhDs 

90 postdocs and 45 industry postdocs 

210 MSEK WASP
35 MSEK WASP- HS

235 MSEK

670 MSEK

Recruitment

Education

Training &
networking

Bioinfo & comp
capabilities

Data, AI collab
society impact

Data nodes,
FAIR, AI,  
compute

Integration



Overall 12-year plan for the DDLS program

DDLS
Research 
School

Data Science Nodes



Building a DDLS community in Sweden in four
research areas

9 PIs

7 PIs

13 PIs

10 PIs

Strategic research areas



DDLS Fellows Phase 1
Updated: November, 2022

Evolution & biodiversity

Tom van der 
Valk
The Swedish 
Museum of 
Natural History

Tobias 
Andermann
Uppsala 
University

Kelly 
Swarts
SLU, Umeå

Epidemiology & biology of infection

Laura Carroll
Umeå
University

Thomas van 
Boeckel
Göteborg
University

Luisa W. 
Hugerth
Uppsala 
University

Camila
Consiglio
Lund 
University

Karolinska 
Institutet

Cell & molecular biology

Nicholas 
Pearce
Linköping 
University

Johan 
Bengtsson-
Palme
Chalmers

Juliette 
Griffie
Stockholm 
University

Stockholm 
University

Wei 
Ouyang
KTH

IN 
PROGRESS

Precision medicine & diagnostics

Wen Zhong
Linköping 
University

Clemens 
Wittenbecher
Chalmers

Fredrik 
Edfors
KTH

Abhishek
Niroula
Göteborg
University

Karolinska 
Institutet

Umeå
University

Jakob Vogel
Lund 
University

IN 
PROGRESS

IN 
PROGRESS

IN 
PROGRESS



DDLS is coordinated by SciLifeLab and 
decisions made by the national board

Erik Kristiansson
Chalmers/
University of Gothenburg

Ann-Sofie Cans, Chalmers 
(deputy: Ross King)

Gustav Smith, University of
Gothenburg
(deputy: Margit Mahlapuu)

Cell and molecular 
biology
Margit Mahlapuu, 
University of Gothenburg

Epidemiology and 
biology of infections
Erik Kristiansson, 
Chalmers

Evolution and 
biodiversity
Christine Bacon, 
University of Gothenburg

Data Science Node in CMB 
Thomas Svensson, Sverker 
Holmgren/ Chalmers

Director Marija Cvijovic
GU/Chalmers
Adjunct to DDLS SG

7 fellows at GU/CHT

Key contributions by GU/CHT



Wallenberg Centres for Molecular Medicine
Initiative from Knut and Alice Wallenberg Foundation, KAW

• Year 2015 – 2024 + prolongation for 2025 – 2028 

• Co-operation between the four universities and their hospital regions. In 
Gothenburg, also AstraZeneca and more recently OligoNova, are included.

• Mission: recruiting top PIs and connecting strong research environments in 
molecular medicine in Sweden.

• Current status: Since 2015, over 125 new group leaders in molecular 
medicine have been recruited nationally.

• A joint Fellows Program was created 2017 together with SciLifeLab -
Academic Leaders in Life Science (PALS) - which creates a national 
network of successful young academic group leaders.

WCMTM in Gothenburg: 26 PI with 
over 150 researchers in the teams



Thank you all for 
listening
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