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During the Swedish Presidency, one topic dominates its
term: Ukraine. The Swedish Presidency has pledged to
include support for Ukraine on the agenda of all major meetings (Bengtsson & Lewander
2022). According to the Minister of Defence Pal Jonson, Russian victory in Ukraine would
have significant repercussions worldwide. Ukraine requires all the assistance the EU can
give. Sweden's performance in handling the war will be a crucial measure of how well
Sweden performed as president of the Council (Sweden2023, 2023a).

Yet at the same time, other challenges to Europe's security remain. The EU cannot put other
risks to the side if it wishes to be seen as a strong and cohesive global actor. Sweden has
therefore declared the implementation of the Strategic Compass a major priority.
(Bengtsson & Lewander, 2022). The Compass aims to align EU defence and security goals
between the Member-States. It will result, for instance, in establishing an EU rapid
deployment capacity of up to 5,000 troops and greater investment in defence development
and research (European Union, 2022).

Another major aim of the Swedish Presidency is to develop a more efficient EU-NATO
partnership. The EU and NATO have never worked so closely together as they do currently.
According to Sweden, the EU-NATO's collective attitude to Russia’s attack reflects unity and
solidarity. (Sweden2023.eu, 2023a). Or as the CERGU-researcher Professor Adrian Hyde-
Price at the Department of Political Science at the University of Gothenburg notes, ‘Sweden
is keen to deepen security cooperation with key partners such as the United States and the
United Kingdom, within the framework of closer cooperation between the EU and NATO'.
The Migration Pact, a new plan to restructure asylum in the EU, was submitted by the
Commission in 2020 and so far, there has been no considerable progress. There was
originally optimism that the Swedish Presidency would advance the Pact during their term.
This hope however has diminished with the new centre-right government in Sweden.
Nonetheless, in official statements, Sweden voices its confidence in its ability to deliver
(Sweden2023, 2023b).
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Under det svenska ordférandeskapet finns det ett amne
som dominerar agendan: Ukraina. Sverige har lovat att 3
inkludera stod till Ukraina pa dagordningen for alla stérre moéten | radet (Bengtsson &
Lewander, 2022). Enligt forsvarsminister Pal Jonson skulle en rysk seger i Ukraina fa
betydande konsekvenser dver hela varlden, Ukraina behover darfor all hjalp som EU kan ge.
Hur val Sverige hanterar kriget i Ukraina kommer att vara avgérande da Sveriges uppdrag
som radsordférande utvarderas (Sweden2023.eu, 2023a). Samtidigt som kriget i Ukraina
agnas stor uppmarksamhet av det svenska ordférandeskapet finns det fortfarande andra
utmaningar for Europas sakerhet. EU kan inte avstd fran att bemdéta dessa utmaningar om
man vill uppfattas som en stark och sammanhallen global aktér. Sverige har darfor foreslagit
implementeringen av “strategiska kompassen” som en stor del av prioriteringsomradet
(Bengtsson & Lewander, 2022). “Strategiska kompassen” syftar till att samordna EU:s
forsvars- och sakerhetsmal mellan medlemsstaterna. Det kommer bland annat att leda till
inrattandet av en europeisk militarstyrka bestdende av 5 000 soldater redo fér snabb
utplacering samt storre investeringar i forsvarsutveckling och forskning. (European Union,
2022).

Ett annat viktigt mal for det svenska ordforandeskapet ar att gora partnerskapet mellan EU
och NATO effektivare. Kriget i Ukraina har resulterat i att EU och NATO arbetat narmare an
nagonsin tidigare, nagot som det svenska ordférandeskapet menar tyder pa enighet och
solidaritet i reaktionen pa Rysslands invasion (Sweden2023, 2023a). Mer allmant, som
CERGU-forskaren professor Adrian Hyde-Price vid Statsvetenskapliga institutionen
Goteborgs universitet papekar, "ar Sverige angelaget om att fordjupa sakerhetssamarbetet
med nyckelpartners som USA och Storbritannien inom ramen foér ett narmare samarbete
mellan EU och Nato”.

Sverige forvantas aven leda arbetet med Migrationspakten vidare. Migrationspakten ar en
ny plan for att omstrukturera EU:s asylsystem som lades fram av kommissionen ar 2020.
Hittills har inga betydande framsteg gjorts och initialt fanns goda férhoppningar om att det
svenska ordférandeskapet skulle fortsatta arbetet med pakten under sin mandatperiod.
Detta hopp har dock minskat nagot pa grund av att en ny center-hogerregering bildades i
Sverige under hosten 2022. Trots detta uttrycker dock Sverige i officiella uttalanden sitt
fortroende for sin formaga att leverera (Sweden2023, 2023b).
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