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The Presidency of the Council is often described as a %\
6-month term where as the European Union acts as the head of the Council. But the Council
Presidency is in fact held for 18 months by pre-established groupings of three member
states (the 'Trio-Presidency'). Together they prepare a program of Council actions. Contrary
to common belief, the Presidency does not allow much room for a member state’s
individual agenda setting. Instead, the agenda of the Trio-Presidency comes with a great
level of coordination between the Trio-Members (GSC, 2021). Moreover, the agenda also
depends on progress made under the previous Presidencies and the agenda of the
European Commission (Vaznonyte, 2020).

The Trios are formed through equal rotation of all Member States. Each member of the Trio
chairs all configurations of the Council for a 6-month term (except Foreign Affairs). The
Member State holding the presidency serves an important role in negotiations and is
expected to act as an “Honest Broker”. This means that the President should act as a neutral
mediator not only in relation to the Member States, but also the Parliament and Commission
(GSC, 2022).

Sweden occupies the Council Presidency during the first half of 2023 and concludes the Trio-
Presidency of France, the Czech Republic and Sweden. It will be the third time Sweden leads
the Council of the European Union.

1.Romania 1.Germany 1.5pain

2.Finland 2.Portugal 2.Belgium

3.Croatia 3.Slovenia 3.Hungary

' 2019-2020 2017-2018 2020-2021 2022-2023 2023-2024 m
1.Estonia 1.France 1.Poland
2.Bulgaria 2.Czech Republic Z2.Denmark
3.Austria 3.Sweden 3.Cyprus
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Honest brokers? Det roterande
ordférandeskapet i Europeiska
unionens rad
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Ordférandeskapet i den Europeiska unionens rad %\
beskrivs vanligtvis som en 6-manadersperiod dar en medlemsstat i Europeiska unionen
agerar som ordfoérande for radet. Men radets ordférandeskap innehas i sjédlva verket av en
gruppering bestaende av tre medlemsstater (Trioprogrammet) och varar under 18-manader.
De tre medlemsstaterna beslutar gemensamt Over en plan for hur de ska agera under
ordférandeskapet vilket darfor lamnar litet utrymme for en enskild medlemsstat att driva sin
egen agenda. Det ar alltsa samverkan mellan medlemsstaterna i trion som utgér en av de
mest inflytelserika delarna | hur agendan satts infor ett ordférandeskap (GSC, 2021).
Dessutom ar agendan aven influerad av resultaten fran den foregdende trion samt den
Europeiska kommissionens agenda (Vaznonyte, 2020).
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Ordférandeskapet roterar och ger alla medlemsstater lika lang tid som ordférande. Varje
medlem av en trio har darfér ansvar for alla fragor som radet tar upp (férutom
utrikesfragor) under sin 6-manadersperiod som ordférande. Ordféranden har en viktig roll i
férhandlaringar och férvantas agera som en “Honest Broker”. Vilket innebar att ordféranden
bor agera som en neutral medlare i relation till andra medlemsstater samt for europeiska
parlamentet och kommissionen (GSC, 2022).

Under forsta halvaret av 2023 innehar Sverige for tredje gangen ordférandeskapet i den
Europeiska unionens rad och avslutar darmed denna periods trioprogram mellan Frankrike,
Tjeckien och Sverige.
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