
Little more than 80 mammals occurs in Sweden.

40 of these are listed below.

The animals are ordered by taxonomy with slides noting each new order

Note that the listing is partly hierarchical so both a larger group and one 
or more taxa within it is discussed as separate taxa. This hierarchy is 
noted in the upper right corner when present.

Mammals



Cetartiodactyla: Even-toed ungulates/Partåigahovdjur



Alcesalces
Moose/Älg

Chordata Mammalia Cetartiodactyla Cervidae Alces alces

Identification

ÅIǳƎŜ έcowlikeέ ŘŜŜǊΦ

Potential misidentifications

Å No similar species in Sweden.

Habitat

Å Primarily seen in very wet areas.

1.

Head-body length 200 ς290 cm

Tail length 7 ς10cm

Weight 275 ς800 kg



Capreoluscapreolus
Roedeer/Rådjur

Chordata Mammalia Cetartiodactyla Cervidae Capreoluscapreolus

Identification

Å Smallest deer in Sweden.

Å Males have smaller antlers than other deer.

Å Both genders can be recognized by pure white 

backend.

Potential misidentifications

Å Compare with red deer and fallow deer (Mammals 

nr. 3 and 4).

Habitat

Å Prefer woodlands/parklands.

Å Particularly active dusk and dawn.

2.

Head-body length 95 ς135 cm

Tail length 2 ς4 cm

Weight 16 ς35 kg



Damadama
Fallowdeer/Dovhjort

Chordata Mammalia Cetartiodactyla Cervidae Damadama

Identification

ÅaŀƭŜǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŀōƭŜ ōȅ έǇƭŀǘŜǎέ όǿƛŘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎύ ƻƴ 

antlers.

Å Spots remain on adults (other deer only spotted as 

fawns).

Å Black stripe on backend (unlike roe deer).

Potential misidentifications

Å Compare with fallow deer and roe deer (Mammals 

nr. 2 and 4).

Habitat

Å Prefers deciduous forests.

3.

Head-body length 130 ς170 cm

Tail length 16 ς19 cm

Weight 35 ς80 kg



Cervuselephus
Red deer/Kronhjort

Chordata Mammalia Cetartiodactyla Cervidae Cervuselephus

Identification

Å Larger than fallow and roe deer.

Å Males have widely branches antlers.

Å Red stripe on backend (unlike roe deer).

Potential misidentifications

Å Compare with red deer and roe deer (Mammals nr. 2 

and 3).

Habitat

Å Diverse habitats.

Å Active all day but particular dusk and dawn.

4.

Head-body length 165 ς260 cm

Tail length 12 ς15 cm

Weight Up to 250 kg



Sus scrofa
Wild boar/Vildsvin

Chordata Mammalia Cetartiodactyla Suidae Sus scrofa

Identification

Å Only Swedish species looking like a pig.

Potential misidentifications

Å No similar species in Sweden.

Habitat

Å Prefers deciduous forests.

Å Mainly active at dusk, night and dawn.

5.

Head-body length 100 ς167 cm

Tail length 6 ς28 cm

Weight 30 ς148 kg



Cetacea
Whales/Valar

Chordata Mammalia Cetartiodactyla Cetacea(18 Swedish species) 

Identification

Å Only fully marine Swedish mammals.

Potential misidentifications

Å No similar species in Sweden.

Habitat

Å Marine environments.

Å Most species are only very rarely seen in Sweden.

6.

Head-body length 1.3 ς1.9m

Weight 35 kg ς150 ton

Balaenopteraacutorostrata

Delphinapterusleucas

Lagenorhynchusacutus

Nr 7 belongsto this group



Phocoenaphocoena
Harbourporpoise/Tumlare

Chordata Mammalia Cetartiodactyla Cetacea Phocoenidae Phocoenaphocoena

Identification

Å Smaller than any other whale.

Å Marginally overlapping in size with dolphins.

Å.ƭǳƴǘ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ έōŜŀƪέΦ

Å Low dorsal fin unlike dolphins which have sharp fin.

Potential misidentifications

Å Potentially mistaken for a dolphin but see above.

Habitat

Å Regularly seen close land.

Å Mainly found in water lower than 50 meters.

7.

Head-body length 1.3 ς1.9m

Weight 35 ς70 kg



Carnivora: Carnivores/Rovdjur



Lynx lynx
Lynx/Lo

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Felidae Lynx lynx

Identification

Å Only wild cat in Sweden.

Potential misidentifications

Å No similar species in Sweden.

Habitat

Å Mature dense forest.

Å Very shy and mainly found far from humans.

Å Mainly active at dusk and dawn.

Å Records in Sweden not publicly available.

8.

Head-body length 80ς130cm

Tail length 11 ς25 cm

Weight 18 ς25 kg

?



Canis lupus
Wolf/Varg

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Canidae Canis lupus

Identification

Å By far the largest canid in Sweden.

Potential misidentifications

Å Can only plausibly be mistaken for feral dogs.

Habitat

ÅWidely adaptable to nearly all habitats but occurring. 

in very low densities in Sweden.

Å Mainly nocturnal.

Å Records in Sweden not publicly available.

9.

Head-body length 90 ς150cm

Tail length 30 ς50cm

Weight 18 ς60 kg

?



Vulpesvulpes
Red fox/Rödräv

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Canidae Vulpes vulpes

Identification

Å Readily identifiable by its dog like shape small size 

and red color.

Potential misidentifications

Å Arctic fox (only in Arctic Sweden) has similar body 

shape but is smaller and different color.

Habitat

Å Generalist, often seen I cities.

Å In the wild often active at daytime.

Å In cities more nocturnal.

10.

Head-body length 58 ς90cm

Tail length 32 ς48cm

Weight 6 ς10 kg



Nyctereutesprocyonoides
Racoondog/Mårdhund

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Canidae Nyctereutesprocyonoides

Identification

Å Short legs.

Å Looks almost like a mixture of a dog and a mustelid.

ÅέwŀŎƻƻƴ ƭƛƪŜέ ŦŀŎŜΦ

Potential misidentifications

Å No similar species in Sweden.

Habitat

Å Invasive.

Å Not yet known from western Sweden but it is likely 

spreading.

Å Nocturnal.

Å Inactive during hard winter.

11.

Head-body length 55 ς80cm

Tail length 15 ς26 cm

Weight 5 ς10 kg



Melesmeles
Badger/Grävling

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Mustelidae Meles meles

Identification

Å Readily identifiable by size, shape and colour.

Å Distinct black stripes in otherwise white face.

Å Stout.

Potential misidentifications

Å None in Western Sweden.

Å Body shape and size similar to wolverine but 

wolverine colours are nowhere similar and wolverine 

is only found in northern Sweden.

Habitat

Å Prefer mixtures of forest and open areas.

Å Mainly active at dusk, night and dawn.

12.

Head-body length 67 ς80cm

Tail length 35 ς47 cm

Weight ~10 kg 



Martesmartes
Pine marten/Mård

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Mustelidae Martes martes

Identification

Å Easily recognizable by brown colour with yellow spot 

on neck.

Potential misidentifications

Å None in Western Sweden.

Å Martes foina (which has a small introduced 

population in in Skåne) looks similar.

Å Martes foina has white rather than yellow spot on 

neck.

Habitat

Å Prefers mature coniferous or mixed forests. 

Å Less active at daytime.

13.

Head-body length 36 ς56 cm

Tail length 17 ς28 cm

Weight 480 ς1050 g



Mustelaputorius
Europeanpolecat/Iller

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Mustelidae Mustelaputorius

Identification

Å Elongated body. 

Å Dark brown with white nose and generally white 

chin.

Potential misidentifications

Å Body shape but not color similar to other Musela

and to mink.

Habitat

ÅWooded semi open areas. Common in farmland.

Å Mainly nocturnal.

14.

Head-body length 29 ς46 cm

Tail length 1 ς14 cm

Weight 440 ς1500 g



Mustelaerminea
Stoat/Hermelin

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Mustelidae Mustelaerminea

Identification

Å Summer-form brown with black tip of tail.

ÅWinter-form white with black tip of tail.

Potential misidentifications

Å Both summer and winter form looks similar to least 

weasel (Mammals nr. 16). Least weasel is however 

much smaller and lack black tail.

Habitat

Å Seen in very diverse habitats.

Å Active at either day or night.

15.

Head-body length 16 ς31 cm

Tail length 9 ς14 cm

Weight 90 ς440 g



Mustelanivalis
Leastweasel/Småvessla

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Mustelidae Mustelanivalis

Identification

Å By far the smallest mustelid in Sweden.

Å Tail not black.

Å Summer-form brown.

ÅWinter-form white (no change in southern Sweden).

Potential misidentifications

Å Stoat(Mammals nr. 15) looks similar but is bigger 

and has a black tip of tail.

Habitat

Å Seen in very diverse habitats.

Å Active at either day or night.

16.

Head-body length <20 cm

Tail length 3 ς13 cm

Weight 8 ς23 g



Neovisonvison
Mink/Mink

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Mustelidae Neovisonvison

Identification

Å Swims with back above water.

Å Substantially smaller than otters.

Å Dark-brown to black.

ÅWeaselshaped face.

Å Pointier face than otters.

Potential misidentifications

Å Otter (Mammals nr. 18) is similar but bigger and has 

different shaped head.

Habitat

Å Near still or slow running water.

Å Mainly active at dusk, night or dawn.

17.

Head-body length 30 ς47 cm

Tail length 32 ς45 cm

Weight 0.45 ς1.8 kg



Lutralutra
Otter/Utter

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Mustelidae Lutra lutra

Identification

Å Swims with only head above water.

Å Substantially larger than mink.

Å Generally lighter than mink.

Å Seal or dog shaped face.

Å Rounder face than mink.

Potential misidentifications

Å Mink (Mammals nr. 17) is similar but smaller and has 

weasel shaped head.

Habitat

Å Variable types of freshwater.

Å Occasionally also marine.

Å Mainly nocturnal.

18.

Head-body length 60 ς90cm

Tail length 35 ς47 cm

Weight 6 ς17 kg



Halichoerusgrypus
Grey seal/Gråsäl

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Phocidae Halichoerusgrypus

Identification

Å Very large for a seal.

Å Elongated head.

Å Straight line from forehead to nose (see picture and 

compare with next slide).

Potential misidentifications

Å Other seals.

Habitat

Å Prefers rocky shores.

Å Spends a lot of time resting.

19.

Head-body length 2.1 ς3.3m

Weight 125 ς315 kg



Phocavitulina
Harbor seal/Knubbsäl

Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Phocidae Phocavitulina

Identification

Å Smaller than grey seals.

Å Rounder head.

Å Clearly concave between nose and forehead.

Potential misidentifications

Å In western Sweden see grey seal (Mammals nr. 19).

Å In Baltic sea also ringed seal. Ringed seals have 

distinct white rings on a black fur.

Habitat

Å Mainly seen on sandy areas but also occur in 

rocky coasts.

Å Mainly feed at day time.

20.

Head-body length 1.2 ς2.0m

Weight 45 ς130 kg



Chiroptera: Bats/Fladdermöss



Vespertilionidae
Vespertilionidae/Läderlappar

Chordata Mammalia Chiroptera Vespertilionidae(18 Swedish species)

Identification

Å Only mammals with wings.

Potential misidentifications

Å No similar species in Sweden.

Habitat

Å Nocturnal but sometime seen at dusk and dawn.

21.

Head-body length 36 ς89 mm

Tail length 23 ς60mm

Weight 3.5 ς40 g

Eptesiusnilsoni

Pipistrelluspygmaeus Myotisdaubentonii

Nr 22 belongsto this group



Plecotussp. 
Long-earedbats/Långöron

Chordata Mammalia Chiroptera Vespertilionidae Plecotussp. (2 species)

Identification

Å Extremely long ears >3 cm.

Potential misidentifications

Å A few other bats can have large ears (up to 2 cm).

Habitat

Å Prefers open woodland.

Å Generally emerges relatively late at night.

22.

Head-body length 40 ς58mm

Tail length 37 ς55 mm

Weight 5 ς14 g



Lagomorpha: Hares/Hardjur



Lepuseuropaeus
Europeanhare/Fälthare

Chordata Mammalia Lagomorpha Leporidae Lepuseuropaeus

Identification

Å Ear tip black (unlike rabbit).

Å Top of tail black (unlike mountain hare).

Å Substantially larger than rabbits.

Å Do not change color in winter.

Potential misidentifications

Å Mountain hare or rabbit (Mammals nr. 24-25) are 

similar but see above.

Habitat

Å Prefers open areas, but rests in woods.

Å Mainly nocturnal but potentially active at all

times.

23.

Head-body length 48 ς70 cm

Tail length 7 ς13cm

Weight 2.5 ς7.0 kg



Lepustimidus
Mountainhare/Skogshare

Chordata Mammalia Lagomorpha Leporidae Lepustimidus

Identification

Å Ear tip black (unlike rabbit).

Å Tip of tail white.

Å Some populations change to write in winter.

Å Substantially larger than rabbits.

Å Shorter ears than European hare.

Å Shorter tail than European hare.

Potential misidentifications

Å European hare or rabbit (Mammals nr. 23 and 25) 

are similar but see above.

Habitat

Å Prefer rockier hillier areas than European hare.

Å Active at dusk, night and dawn.

24.

Head-body length 46 ς61cm

Tail length 4 ς8 cm

Weight 2.0 ς5.8 kg



Oryctolaguscuniculus
Europeanrabbit/Vildkanin

Chordata Mammalia Lagomorpha Leporidae Oryctolaguscuniculus

Identification

Å Substantially smaller than hares.

Å Tip of ears brown.

Potential misidentifications

Å Hares (Mammals nr. 23-24) but they are much larger 

and have black tip of ears.

Habitat

Å Prefers meadows and grasslands.

Å Mainly dusk, night and dawn.

25.

Head-body length 34 ς50 cm

Tail length 4 ς8 cm

Weight 1.2 ς2.5 kg



Rodentia: Rodents/Gnagare



Sciurusvulgaris
Red squirrel/Ekorre

Chordata Mammalia Rodentia Sciuridae Sciurusvulgaris

Identification

Å Arboreal rodent with extremely bushy tail.

Å Very distinct morphology.

Potential misidentifications

Å No similar species in Sweden.

Habitat

Å Arboreal.

Å Trees in parks and forest.

Å Higher abundance in coniferous forests.

Å Diurnal.

26.

Head-body length 18 ς24 cm

Tail length 14 ς20cm

Weight 250 ς350 g



Castor fiber 
Eurasianbeaver/Bäver

Chordata Mammalia Rodentia Castoridae Castor fiber

Identification

Å Very large aquatic rodent.

Å Completely outside the side range of other rodents.

Å Tail flattened like a paddle.

Potential misidentifications

Å From a distance potentially muskrat (Mammals nr. 

35).

Habitat

Å Near water.

Å Builds dams in slow running streams and 

small rivers.

Å Mainly nocturnal.

27.

Head-body length 74 ς81 cm

Tail length 28 ς38cm

Weight 12.5 ς30kg


