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Cities are rapidly growing, especially in what is perceived as attractive investment regions.  In 
Europe and in the first industrialized regions, there are backyard cities found, as the hey-days of 
investment have moved on, sometimes described as shrinking or ghost cities. Such peri-urban areas, 
often found at the edge of cities in close proximity to the countryside, are often characterized by 
neglect of buildings and surrounding landscapes, as well as in social aspects, or both (Couch et al 
2011; Scott & Kühn 2012; Roberts et al 2017; Bottero et als 2020; de Witte 2020). These areas tend 
to have higher unemployment rates than average, more wide-spread un-health, and suffer from 
high criminal activities. Sometimes, they are found in urban centers, as modernization has sprawled 
out.  

This workshop aims to investigate the potential of Nature Based Solutions (NBSs) 
(European Commission, 2015) to address both socio-economic and environmental 
challenges at the local level in cities, in order to strengthen social and environmental 
sustainability over time. These locations have potentials to develop their local relations, both to 
the nature, to the local stakeholders and to the city (Randrup et al., 2020).  We are particularly 
interested in the intersection between the social and environmental values of nature, especially in 
poor urban areas, exemplified in core, sub-urban, peri-urban, sub-urban, as in rural areas. 
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We invite papers looking at a range of urban areas in need of or undergoing urban 
regeneration and NBSs. Papers exploring drivers, barriers, interventions and/or data over time 
are preferred, as well as papers analyzing success or failures and discussing policy implications. The 
papers can be theoretical and/or empirical, and focus on a, but are not limited to, a number of 
topics including: 

• The Million Homes Programme or sub-urban/ peri-urban developments at the intersection 
between urban land and rural farmlands 

• Urban post-industrial decline or re-generation 
• Transition communities, Healthy Cities, Resilient Cities etc initiatives 
• ‘Re-wildering the city’ or post-COVID urban restructuring projects. 

 

Instructions for Workshop Participants  

The NESS workshops follow a standing session format (similar to ECPR), which allows for 
substantive discussions on research in progress. The conference invites scholars from multiple 
disciplinary backgrounds in environmental social science. The overall objective of  
the workshop is to facilitate and encourage collaboration between younger and more established  
scholars. Each paper is expected to relate to the theme of the workshop, and the participant 
submits and presents a paper (or work in progress) for the discussion. Participants should only 
choose and attend one workshop for the duration of the conference, but you may send abstracts 
to more than one workshop. Workshop participants will be asked to comment on at least one other 
paper in the respective workshop, read the other papers and participate in the general discussion 
of the papers. The ambition with this format is that the workshops allow for in-depth and coherent 
discussions of the respective themes and provide opportunity for potential joint publications or 
other continuing collaborations between the participants.   

Send your abstract of up to 300 words to all the workshop chairs no later than December 15, 
2021. Chairs will respond to questions which relate to the workshop theme. For questions of a 
general nature (i.e. not workshop specific) they should be directed to ness@globalstudies.gu.se  

The conference organizers will notify the participants of their acceptance to the workshops by 
March 1, 2022. Workshop papers are to be submitted to the workshop chairs and the other 
workshop participants at the latest May 20. May 20 is also the last day to register for the conference 
on the website. A workshop schedule including information on presentations, session chairs and 
discussants will be available on the conference website at the end of May. The workshop 
format only allows for very short paper presentations (ca. 5 min) and all workshop participants are 
expected to have read and be able to comment on the papers in the workshop.  
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