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Dissertation Abstract:
My dissertation studies the importance of individual choices in the domains of education and primary health care.
Institutions in education or health care allow agents (students, patients, doctors) to make discretionary decisions. Does
the quality of these decisions impact societal outcomes? Understanding the heterogeneity in, and consequences of,
these decisions is important from a policy-perspective as it may exacerbate or ameliorate social inequality. Throughout
the dissertation, I use large micro-level data sets from Sweden and quasi-experimental research designs.
In Chapter One, The Impact of Upper Secondary School Flexibility on Sorting and Educational Outcomes, (with
Louise Jeppsson) [Job Market Paper] we study student’s choice of courses in upper secondary school. The research
design makes use of an upper secondary curriculum reform in Sweden that increased students’ course-taking flexibility
in year 2000. In the most popular upper secondary program, it led to a significant decrease in mandatory mathematics
requirements. Using administrative Swedish data, we estimate the causal impact of the reform on tertiary education
outcomes and expected earnings using a differences-in-discontinuity identification strategy. The method compares
students born immediately before and after the cutoff date. The inclusion of students born in neighboring non-reform
cutoff years enables us to disentangle the school starting age effect from the unconfounded effect of the reform. We
find no negative effects of the reduced mathematics requirements. Rather, we find a positive effect of the reform on
students’ probability of enrolling in, and earning a degree from, tertiary education. Our heterogeneity analysis suggests that relatively disadvantaged students were not negatively affected by the reform.
The remaining two chapter are works in progress. In Chapter Two, Antibiotics Consumption in Children and Health
Care Utilization, I investigate the consequences for children, of whether a physician decides to prescribe antibiotics
or not. Efforts to combat the rising problem of antimicrobial resistance, governments have imposed restrictions an antibiotics use globally. While it has been shown that increased prudence decreases antibiotics prescribing, less is known
about the individual consequences of this decrease. Studying the causal consequences of antibiotics consumption in
primary care is challenging since individuals choose their health care provider, which introduces a bias if this choice is
correlated with prescribing practices. To overcome this limitation, I leverage detailed register-data from three counties
in Sweden (Skåne, Västra Götaland and Stockholms län) on primary care use that I match to geographical information
about the distances from an individual’s home coordinates to the 10 closest primary care centers (PCC). I show that,
after controlling for age, birth month and year, there is a significant between- health center variation that can be of use
to identify the causal effect of antibiotics on subsequent health care utilization. In the first step, I find that having a less
prudent (i.e. more likely to prescribe) PCC as the closest unit increases the probability of being prescribed antibiotics
at a visit to any PCC. More results are in progress.
In Chapter Three, Information and the Choice of Health Care Provider in Primary Care (with Gustav Kjellsson
and Jens Dietrichsson), we investigate determinants of choice of primary health care provider. Specifically, the paper
studies if, and how, individuals react to information about the quality of their chosen provider. The research design
makes use of newsarticles and treat these as exogenous information shocks to the listed individuals. We match the
treated individuals to control individuals, based on similar background characteristics but listed at an untreated primary
care center. In the first step we study whether individuals react to such information, primarily by altering their listing
unit. This work is in progress and the results not finalized.
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