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Party Groups in the European Parliament: 
What they stand for and their ideologies 

 
 

As mentioned in Fact Sheet number 5, the party groups in the European Parliament are organized on 

the basis of political affiliation and not on the basis of nationality. The party groups are organized on 

the basis of the classic left-right scale which is typically used in all democratic parliaments (Hix et al, 

2006). The figure below presents a brief summary of what each party group represents. For more 

information on which party group the Swedish parties belong to, refer to Fact Sheet number 5. 

 
Figure 1.  Party Groups in the European Parliament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Comments: Descriptions of each party group are based on the information from the website It’s Your Parliament and from the two 
articles Lehane, S. & Grabbe, H. (2018) "2019 European Parliament Elections Will Change the EU Political Dynamics", in Carnegie 
Europe; McDonnell, D & Werner, A (2018) "Respectable radicals: why some radical right parties in the European Parliament policy," 
Journal of European Public Policy, 25: 5, 747-763. The images on the party groups’ logos are from the respective party group's 
websites. 
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The European People’s 

Party (EPP) is the largest 

party group in the 

European Parliament. It 

is considered a centre-

right party. The group 

was founded in 1952 as a 

Christian Democratic 

group, making it one of 

the oldest groups in the 

European Parliament. 

The next largest group in 

the European Parliament 

is the Progressive 

Alliance of Socialists and 

Democrats (S&D). This 

group has a social-

democratic political 

platform and was 

founded in 1953, one 

year after the EPP. 

 

The group European 

Conservatives and 

Reformists (ECR) is a 

politically conservative 

group formed in 2009 by 

conservative British 

parliamentarians, which 

were formally a part of 

the EPP. This is a 

Eurosceptic group. 

The Alliance for Liberals 

and Democrats for 

Europe group (ALDE) is 

composed of liberal, 

socially-liberal, and 

liberal-centrist parties. 

ALDE was also founded 

in 1952.  

    

The European United 

Left-Nordic Green Left 

group is a left-wing 

political group founded 

in 1995. Members from 

communist parties are 

traditionally in this 

group.  

The Greens/European 

Free Alliance is mainly 

composed of two 

European parties. These 

are the European Green 

Party and the European 

Free Alliance. This group 

was formed in 1999.  

The Europe of Free and 

Direct Democracy group 

(EFDD) is a right-wing, 

Eurosceptic group which 

was formed in the 

summer of 2009 

following the European 

Parliament elections 

from that year. 

 

The group Europe of 

Nations and Freedom 

(ENF) is a radical right-

wing group which was 

founded in 2015, 

following the European 

Parliament elections in 

2014. This group is also 

sceptical of the EU. 
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